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Reputed to be the “prostitution capital of Canada,” Vancouver
has been at the centre of debate, policing, media analysis, and

- policy-making concerning sex work for more than a century.

From 1975 to 1985, a vibrant, pimp-free and racially diverse
community of female, transsexual, and male sex workers lived
and worked on-and-around Davie Street in the city’s West End.
In this “outdoor brothel,” they built networks of kin, enabled

- each other’s safety and security, and contributed to the

neighborhood’s economic and cultural development. However,
their presence sparked a vigorous backlash, including vigilante
action, from multiple stake-holders such as CROWE (Concerned
Residents of the West End) and Shame the Johns. Abolitionists
were single-minded in their efforts to purge the “hookers on
Davie” as a “disorderly public nuisance.” On July 4, 1984, B.C.
Supreme Court Justice, Allan McEachern, banned all sex
workers from working and living in the West End. Pushed
further and further east, more than 65 sex workers have been
murdered in Vancouver since the mid-1980s. Today, new “clean-
up” agendas reminiscent of those instituted in advance of ‘Expo
’86 have surfaced across the city in preparation for the 2010
Winter Olympics.

- Our commemorative project:

1) raises public awareness of the flagrant violation of sex
workers’ civil rights in 1984

2) supports the destigmatization and decriminalization of sex
work locally & globally

3) raises funds to install a permanent memorial marker near
Davie and Bute Streets '

® We seek your financial support for the installation of a
permanent West End monument. For more information see:
www.westendsexworkhistory.com: email

Becki@interchange.ubc.ca, or (604) 822-4389

Qur inaugural event:

“The Quarter-Century Commemoration of the Expulsion of

Sex Workers from Vancouver’s West End”
| West fnd Sex Wark Memorial Projedt

 presents . eJoinus fora screening of the
film “Hookers on Davie” (1984)
by Janis Cole & Holly Dale

| - ePanel presentation + Q&A
refreshments on site

eDate: Thursday, July 2™, 2009
eLocation: Vancity Theatre

e Tickets: $12.00 at Little Sisters
& at the door of Vancity Theatre

e Doors open: 7:00 pm
Screening begins: 7:30pm



Commemorative Stroll Route:
Start: Little Sisters at 6:15 pm
Finish: Vancity at 7:15 pm
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Route Sites:

1. The Speakeasy was the Columbia Inn restaurant and bar. The
undisputed home of “Hookers On Davie,” it was where West End
sex workers hung out, built community, safety, and security.

2. The government Liquor Store on Bute was the centre of the
Davie Working Stroll where many of the working girls hung out to
attract dates and to meet up.

3. Formerly known as the Gay and Lesbian Centre. In 1979,
Empress Daisy and Donn Duck raised over $1,500 and put it toward
the building of the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre.

4. Pumpjack former home of Au Petit Boo and Benjamin’s cafe.
Important hangout for working girls and guys.

3. Denny's was the former home of Black Angus Steakhouse. It
was open 24 hours and all the gay/lez/bi/trans/hookers/hustlers went
there for the famous steak soup after the bars closed.

6. Taurus Spa at 1233 Hornby Street was Vancouver's biggest
and most popular bathhouse where hustlers turned their tricks.

7. Champagne Charlies was an early gay bar which opened in the
late 1960s. It was a popular hang-out for the transsexual
community, where many performed on the stage Fri. & Sat. nights.

8. Money's Dry-Cleaning was in the heart of tranny alley, where
many of the transsexual sex workers re-located after the injunction.



